
 

  

 
 
 
Rt Hon Mr Jeremy Hunt  
Secretary of State for Health 
Department of Health 
Richmond House 
79 Whitehall 
LONDON 
SW1A 2NS 
 

4th November 2015 
 
Dear Mr Hunt 
 
Alexandra Hospital and  Worcestershire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust, Woodrow Drive, 
Redditch 
 
You will recall that we met with you in February to raise our concerns with regard to the 
ongoing saga that is the Acute Services review in Worcestershire and in particular our 
concerns over The Alex in Redditch.  Not only do things not seem to have got any better 
indeed they seem to have become a lot worse. 
 
I am sure you are aware that Worcestershire Acute Hospitals Trust has taken the decision, 
under their Emergency Powers, to temporarily close the obstetrics / neo natal unit at the Alex 
– as of Thursday 5th November.  We understand that this is because of ongoing issues 
around staffing and they feel they cannot go on any longer and the decision has been taken 
in the interest of safety.  This means that there will be no births at the Alex from Thursday 5th 
November.  We further understand that there will be a need for approximately 12 extra beds 
at Worcestershire Royal – if everyone goes there but obviously some mothers may decide to 
go elsewhere and that to accommodate this some elective beds will be moved to the Alex.  
We have asked how long temporary means and whilst they will continue to review it we 
understand that there will be a formal review in February. 
 
Obviously none of us wants to put anyone at risk and safety is of paramount importance but 
this is just not good enough and we are seeking firm commitments from the Trust as to when 
this temporary closure will end. Whilst none of us support an unsafe service, it is equally 
dangerous to remove a unit when there is no capacity in the wider sub-region.  Birmingham 
cannot take our women and we have been informed the only way Worcester can will be by 
essentially forcing low risk women to give birth in a midwife led unit. This is not only unethical 
but a breach of NICE guidance.  We are further concerned that as winter sets in the well-
known difficulties for people who use the Alex face to get to Worcestershire Royal will only 
get worse. 



 
 
We are also concerned that this is a glimpse of what the future holds for Accident and 
Emergency and our other local services. We've been told all along that Redditch has to have 
an adult emergency department as the Worcestershire Royal cannot cope with 6,000 plus 
ambulances with frail elderly people in the back of them. However without a maternity unit we 
are extremely concerned that paediatrics will follow soon after and then A&E.  
 
We understand that both Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP and Karen Lumley MP are happy for us to 
attend an urgent meeting with you and them on Wednesday 18th November at 5.00 pm to try 
to resolve this once and for all as we think the position is untenable and that the health 
economy in Worcestershire is no longer sustainable or safe.  We would look for you to 
intervene and if necessary place WAHT in “special measures” in order to improve the 
situation quickly for our residents.  We believe an emergency solution needs to be found with 
other Trusts offering staff for support and emergency funding if necessary to allow the Alex 
unit to reopen while capacity is put in place at Birmingham and Worcester. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Cllr Margaret Sherry 
Leader 
Bromsgrove District  
Council 

Cllr Bill Hartnett 
Leader 
Redditch Borough  
Council 

Cllr Chris Saint 
Leader  
Stratford on Avon District 
Council 

 
 
 
 

Reply c/o  Mr Kevin Dicks, Chief Executive, Redditch Borough Council, Town Hall, Walter 
Stranz Square, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 8AH 

 
 

Copy : Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP, Karen Lumley MP, Nadhim Zahawi MP 
Save the Alex, Redditch and Bromsgrove CCG 

 


