
 

 
 
 

 The Equality and Diversity Forum 
 

Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday 8 October 2009 
 
In attendance  

Sat Aggarwal Bromsgrove Indian Community Forum 
Hugh Bennett Assistant Chief Executive, Bromsgrove District Council 
Mr B K Chaudhari Bromsgrove Indian Community Forum 
Councillor Geoff Denaro Elected Member and Executive Cabinet Portfolio Holder 

for Legal, Equalities and Democratic Services 
Jeff Edwards Bromsgrove Older People’s Forum 
Claire Felton Head of Legal, Equalities and Democratic Services, 

Bromsgrove District Council 
Nigel Godwin Bromsgrove resident 
Lorraine Graham Padstone Day Centre 
Patricia Hackett Mencap and Bromsgrove resident 
Tracey Hodges Padstone Day Centre 
Joan King The Gender Trust 
Eileen Mulhall Worcestershire Association of Service Users 
Kathleen Roche-Nagi Approachable Coaching and Bromsgrove resident 
Nishad Searle  Bromsgrove Muslim network 
Fiona Scott Equality Officer, Bromsgrove District Council 
Mr Singh Bromsgrove Indian Community Forum 
Sonia Spurr Community Engagement Manager - PCT 
P C Mark Townsend West Mercia Police 
Rebecca Wilkes Padstone Day Centre 
Julie Wright Community Support Officer, West Mercia Police 

 
Apologies  
Angela Burnett Chief Inspector, Local Policing West Mercia Police 
Mary Collett Worcestershire Association of Service Users and Just Us 
Julie Moss Administrative Assistant – Equalities Department 
Councillor Stephen 
Peters 

Diversity Champion for elected Members, Bromsgrove 
District Council 

Phil Street Executive Director - Partnerships & Projects, Bromsgrove 
District Council 

Trevor Rigg Chair of the Equality and Diversity Forum and 
Bromsgrove Black History Society 



1. Introductions and apologies 
 
Hugh Bennett , Assistant Chief Executive, Bromsgrove District Council 
agreed to Chair the meeting. 
 
Apologies  – noted as above. 
 
2. Community Bids – 2009-2010 - current projects up date 
 
2.1 Greenscope Padstone Day Centre and Greenscope  
 
Padstone Day Centre provides a day service for adults with learning 
disability. There is also a garden centre at Greenscope where recycling 
projects are carried out  in partnership with Bromsgrove District Council. 
 
Some of the service users expressed the desire get out more and  
decided to apply for an allotment. It was very overgrown, the weeds were up 
to waist height and clearing it was quite a challenge. The work hasn’t 
progressed as had been hoped. 
 
Nevertheless, this have given people the opportunity to learn something 
about how food is grown and where it comes from as opposed to coming from 
supermarket shelves. 
 
Some of the money has been spent on laying paths for people who aren’t 
very steady on their feet. 
 
Those involved have been learning work skills and have made some good 
friends with the neighbours next door, the Allotment Society who think that 
the project is a very good idea. 
 
They have also put up a shed and bought some tools. 
 
The next stage is to buy a water butt and then decide what to grow. The 
money received from the Council has made a big difference to the day 
service users who wouldn’t have been able to do this work without the 
funding. 
 
Hugh Bennett will arrange for a press release at a suitable point during the 
project and Claire will try to arrange for a water butt to be provided. 



2.2 “Just Us” 
 
Eileen Mulhall gave an update on behalf of the group. 
 

“We have been very grateful for the funding we received from 
Bromsgrove District Council last year and would like to apply for further 
funding for this year. 

 
The group is going well.  We have been able to point the way for some 
members to use the hoist at the Dolphin Centre, to Chadsgrove School 
for the therapy pool and other activities for the disabled at the Dolphin 
Centre.  We had a day out “hiring a bus with a lift” to Evesham Country 
Park.  We have had speakers. 

 
We used to meet every six weeks but by popular demand we now meet 
every four weeks.  Our attendance has been as low as five but up to 
fifteen on other occasions. 

 
We have now placed an advert so are hoping our numbers will 
increase.” 

 
3. Community bids for 2010-2011 
 
The Council’s budget goes through various stages and then ends up as the 
Council Plan, Part One. 
 
The Council has revised its priorities. 
 
According to all the Council surveys, the Town Centre is top of the list as a 
priority– people want better shops. Tthe Council has therefore added 
Economic Development as a priority as unemployment goes up. 
 
Customer service has been changed to Value for Money with more emphasis 
on being efficient. 
 
Sense of community has been renamed “One Community”. 
 
Housing and affordable housing is still a priority and with the expected 
increase of 123% in the over 80s population it is now more important than 
ever to ensure that people have homes that they can live in as they get older. 
 
Clean streets and recycling has been replaced with Climate Change. 
Generally, all the surveys show that people have noticed the difference in the 
cleanliness of the streets. 
We are here to hear the bids for next year’s budget and you will decide which 
bids go forward to full council. 
 



Last year we helped support 
 
 Greenscope 
 “Just Us” 
 “Finding a Voice” 
 
Previous bids have included 
 
 Community Transport Scheme 
 Diwali 
 Black History Month 
 
There has been progress on all of these. 
 
We need to remind ourselves of the Council’s budget process. We get 
feedback on the views of the community through 
 

·  The Place Survey  
·  The Budget Jury 
·  Equality and Diversity Conference 

 
The timetable for the process for bids is  
 

·  Council Plan Part 1 sets priorities based on customer feedback 
( September 2009 ) 

·  Detailed work on service delivery plans ( September 2009 to December 
2009 ) 

·  Full Council approves budget ( January 2009 ) 
 
Because of the “Credit Crunch” money is tight 
 
The rules are that a funding request is completed and the nature of the 
activity is linked to Council priorities. Those bids which were submitted to the 
Council by 25th September 2009 are now to be considered and this Forum is 
asked to agree which 5 bids will go forward to Full Council. 
 
As a guide there is a cap of £30,000 for the total of bids. 



Bid 1- Bromsgrove Indian 
Community Forum

• Indian / British Friendship Day.

• An event to bring together all sections of the 
Indian community (Muslim, Sikh, Hindu, 
Christian etc.).

• Submitted by: Mr Chaudhari and Mr 
Aggarwal

• Cost: £1,000 (not sure this is enough).

• Issues: capacity of Council to support.
• Recommendation: Submit to Full Council.

• Reason: Consistent with “One Community”.

 
 
 
The Council supports this bid as it is consistent with the “One Community” 
priority. 
 
Agreed to support. 
 

Bid 2 – Access to Internet for the 
Blind and Partially Sighted

• Internet User Group to work on access issues.
• Enable group to work with Council and other 

organisations on identifying websites most accessed 
and how these could be improved.

• Submitted by: Stephanie Sergeant.
• Cost: £1,000 (is there a cost?).
• Issues: What are other public bodies already doing?
• Recommendation: Submit to Full Council.  Is £500 

enough?  Single booklet for people?
• Reason: Supports “Value for Money” which includes 

customer satisfaction.

 
 
 
Stephanie acknowledged that the Council has done much work already – she 
has been able to navigate round the Council’s website and look at her council 
tax account. 
 



There are approximately 500 visually impaired people in the Bromsgrove 
District – many only need to enlarge the size of the print on screen, but even 
so, many people don’t even know how to do that. 
 
Under this project, Stephanie would show people how to do this. 
 
The Tactile Map is an example of the work being done in partnership with the 
Council and visually impaired service users. 
 
Stephanie has had Braille copies of the minutes of the meetings she attends  
and finds that she can take much more readily to the issues that the Council 
is bringing forward for discussion. 
 
A computer can enable visually impaired people to read adverts. The idea is 
to get users to use the website rather than just follow the guidelines. 
 
Agreed to support. 
 

Bid 3 – Girl Guiding
• Structured activities for young women.
• Support a Girl Guiding around the World 

celebration in Sanders Park.
• Submitted by: Tracy Hodges (Chair of 

Fundraising committee for Brownie Guider).
• Cost: £1,500.
• Recommendation: Reject.  Request is for 

October 2010.  Budget not available until 
April 2011.

• Reason: Wrong year, however, it would have 
been consistent with One Community and 
could we look at this for 2011?

 
 
In support of this proposal, Tracey Hodges explained that it is consistent with 
the One Community priority. 800 young people in Bromsgrove plus volunteers 
and leaders will take part.  
 
At 10.20 am on the 20th October 2010 Girl Guides from all round the world will 
renew their promise at the same time. The Girl Guides Association is a very 
diverse association which promotes equality for girls and women, increases 
participation of girls in activities and supports and improves the aspirations of 
young girls and young women. 
  



It will be a wonderful experience of bringing people together from all over the 
world and will put Bromsgrove on the map. 
 
Agreed to support.  It was also agreed that the Council would assist with 
advertising and press coverage when the event goes ahead. 
 

Bid 4 – Fair Trade
• Fair Trade status.
• Achieve Fair Trade status for Bromsgrove 

town, working through the conditions required.
• Submitted by: Art Lavelle (Chairman of the 

Fairtrade Bromsgrove Steering Group).
• Cost: £750 (amount sufficient?).

• Recommendation: Recommend to Full Council.

• Reason: Consistent with One Community and 
linked to Gambia connection.

 
 
 
Fair Trade is a social premium on products which enables investment back 
into the community such as hospitals, schools. Hugh explained that he first 
became aware of this during at last year’s Black History events which were 
tied in with the Gambian Link and North Bromsgrove High School. Fair Trade 
brings in links to wider responsibility to the wider world and can contribute to 
the reduction of carbon emissions 
 
There is an award scheme run by the Fair Trade Society. 
 
At the moment the proposals would exclude Rubery, but it was agreed that it 
should be started in one part of the District first and with some learning from 
the experience as a new concept for Bromsgrove, it could then be rolled out 
to other parts of the District. 
 
Currently, Costa Coffee is Fair Trade and Asda and Morrisons already have 
fair trade products. The Methodist Church sells fair trade products. 
 
Agreed to support. 
 



Bid 5 – Bromsgrove Muslim 
Network

• “One for All” Day.
• A one day event with 300 invitees to increase 

awareness about Muslims and Islam.
• Submitted by: Kathleen Roche-Nagi and 

Haseena Lockhat.
• Cost: £2,445.
• Recommendation: Submit to Full Council.
• Reason: Supports “One Community” priority, 

plus the Council would welcome further 
engagement in this area, as current identified 
weakness.

 
 
Kathleen explained that this proposal is designed to increase understanding 
of Islam and this is consistent with the “One Community” priority.   
 
The Muslim Network is a recently formed group - the organisers didn’t realise 
how many Muslims there are in Bromsgrove. Recently, a 100 people 
including children, joined together in an event during Ramadam. 
 
The Muslim Network wants to do something for the wider community of 
Bromsgrove and have put something forward for the public to have a fun and 
educational day. The intention is to learn about Islam in a fun way and use 
this to break down barriers and show that Muslims are just like other people. 
They want to foster inclusivity.  
 
They will need a venue that will hold up to 300 people – the Council can help. 
There is a group of well committed people in Bromsgrove to help out with an 
event. It will be an all day event with a time schedule for different activities. 
The network members want their children to see that there is a Muslim 
community in Bromsgrove and help them feel less isolated. 
 
Agreed to support. 



Bid 6 – “Just Us”
• Support disabled community.
• Range of speakers on topics relevant to 

the disabled community.
• Submitted by: Mary Collett (Chair of Just 

Us).
• Cost: £500.
• Recommendation: Submit to Full Council.

• Reason: consistent with previous work 
with disabled community.

 
 
The meeting acknowledged that the disabled community in Bromsgrove is a 
big community – age and disability come up as issues all the time through the 
statistics that Council uses to plan and design their services. 
 
Among that community there are a lot of different disabilities that people have  
to live with. 
 
Agreed to support. 
 
4. Any Other Business 
 
Diwali 2009 – the event is by invitation only but members of certain groups 
have been approached by the Bromsgrove Indian Community Forum who 
have to follow certain guidelines. There is a limit on total numbers because of 
the maximum for catering purposes. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.45 pm  
 

Time, date and place of next meeting – Thursday 10 December 2009 
 

6.30 pm in The Committee Room 

                              
   


