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BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL

APPLICATION FOR A FRONTAGE IMPROVEMENT GRANT 

PART I

You may wish to use the services of an Agency or Architect/Chartered Surveyor to deal with the application for a discretionary renovation grant on your behalf. They will usually draw up a schedule of works, obtain quotes from suitable building contractors, look after the works on site and deal with payments. Their fees for this service can be included within the Frontage Improvement Grant.

1.
Applicants Name:                 ………………………………………………….…………………………….


Title:Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other:
………………………………………………….…………………………….


(Please specify) 


Address:

             ………………………………………………….…………………………….






………………………………………………….…………………………….






….…………………………………………………………………………….


Telephone Number(s):
Home: …………..………..…..…… Work: ………..……..……..………...

2.
Please give address of 
………………………………………………….…………………………….


property to which the 
………………………………………………….…………………………….


application relates:

………………………………………………….…………………………….

3. 
What is the current use of the property?
………………………………………………….…………
PART 2


4.
Please describe the proposed works including plans and specifications of the works for which the grant assistance is sought (attach supporting documentation as necessary).
…..
…………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………..

…..
…………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………..

…..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5.
Please attach estimates obtained from at least three separate building contractors. (Note: The Council will only pay a grant based on the lowest estimate. You may have to pay the difference if you choose a more expensive estimate.)

6. Details of applicant‘s agent and any other professional fees or other charges 

Please attach written details of the fees/invoices for the services.
Agent/Architect/Chartered Surveyor (delete as appropriate)
Name:


……………………………………..…………………………………………………..

Address: 

………………………………………………………….………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone number(s) 
Home: ……………………...…………… Work: ………….…………..…………….

Date: ………………………………..…….
Signed: …………………………………………...………………..

Other fees/invoices

Name:


……………………………………..…………………………………………………..

Address: 

………………………………………………………….………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone number(s) 
Home: ……………………...…………… Work: ………….…………..…………….

DECLARATION (to be signed by the applicant)

I declare that to the best of my knowledge, the information I have provided in this application is correct.  I am aware that any false declarations may invalidate my application for grant assistance and confirm that I have read both the grant conditions and the grant guidance notes.
Date: …………………………………..…………..
Signed: …………………………………………………..

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL

FRONTAGE IMPROVEMENT GRANT SCHEME 

SUMMARY OF GRANT CONDITIONS

Carrying out and Completion of Works 

1. In approving an application for a grant, Bromsgrove District Council may require as a condition of the grant that the eligible works are carried out in accordance with any specification they decide to impose.

2. The assisted works must be carried out to the satisfaction of the Council and provided with acceptable invoice(s) or demand(s) for payment for the works together with any professional fees and other charges. 
3. It is a condition of grant that the eligible works are carried out by the end of March 2011.  This period may, however, be extended by the Council at our discretion.
Discretionary Grants
1.
It is a condition of the grant that, if the grant aided works are removed within 5 years of the date of completion the owner will be required to repay to the Council on demand the grant in full. This condition remains in force for the whole of the 5 years.  An owner is required to notify the Council forthwith in writing of his intention to make a disposal and to give the Council any information reasonably requested by them in that connection.

I hereby confirm that I have read the above summary of grant conditions and agree to abide by them.
Signature…………………………….(name in capitals)……………………..……….. Date………………

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL

FRONTAGE IMPROVEMENT GRANT SCHEME

GUIDANCE NOTES

1. The Frontage Improvement Grant Scheme is a joint project between Bromsgrove District Council and Worcestershire County Council, which aims to improve the overall appearance of Bromsgrove Town Centre. 

2. Grants are available for repairs to historic shopfronts, the installation of new traditional shopfronts and signage and external repairs to the upper floors such as windows, brickwork, stone detailing etc. Grants may also be made available for the replacement of unsympathetic roller shutters and lighting of frontages at our discretion. 

3. Phase 1 of the grant scheme is targeted to No’s 61-97 High Street (odd numbers only) and properties outside this target area are not eligible for grant assistance at this time. In the event of a high number of grant applications being made, priority will be given to works to listed buildings within the target area. 
4. The grant assistance available is normally 80% of the cost of the works to a maximum of £4000 per building. Professional fees where applicable can be included within the £4000 upper limit. 

5. The grant is not means tested and is available to both owners and leaseholders. Written confirmation giving the owners consent to the works must be submitted with an application for grant assistance from a leaseholder. 
6. Grant applicants must submit three recent, comparable and detailed quotations for the proposed works with the application form. The Council can only offer grants based on the lowest quote provided, but an applicant may choose a more expensive contractor if they wish. 
7. Payments are normally made to the grant applicant following completion of the works and receipt of final invoices. In exceptional cases where this would cause clear financial hardship for the applicant, the Council may choose to pay the contractor directly at their discretion. 
8. Grants cannot be offered retrospectively, a formal grant offer must be made by the District Council before work commences on site. 

9. Full payment of any grant offer must be made before the end of March 2011 unless otherwise agreed by the Council.
10. The removal or replacement of works that have been carried out without the appropriate planning consents, and where it appears to be open to the Council to pursue enforcement action, are not eligible for grant assistance. 
11. If the grant aided works are removed within five years of the date of completion the Council may seek reimbursement of the grant paid. 
12. Grant applicants will be required to display a notice advertising our grant scheme during the improvement works. 
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