Bromsgrove District Council Revenues and Benefits

Extra Housing and
Council Tax Benefit

Do you or your partner receive Child Benefit?

Have you or your partner claimed Housing or
Council Tax Benefit in the past and been refused
because your income is too high?

If so, then new changes in the law may mean your current Benefit
entitlement may increase or you may now be entitled to help

towards your Rent and/or Council Tax.

From November 2nd 2009 the amount of Child Benefit you receive will
be completely disregarded in the calculation of Housing and Council
Tax Benefit. This means if you have been refused Benefit in the past
because your income was too high, you may now be entitled to help.

What if | am already in receipt of Housing and/or
Council Tax Benefit?

If you are already in receipt of either of the above Benefits, you will
not need to contact us. Your claim will be automatically re-assessed
and if your entitlement changes, we will write to you nearer the time
to tell you about the change to your Benefit. The table below is a basic
guide to the approximate amount your Benefit may increase by:

Numberof  Child Benefit Maximum extra Maximum extra
Children Rate (Apr 09) Housing Benefit  Council Tax Benefit
(per week) (per week) (per week)
1 £20.00 £13.00 £4.00
p) £33.20 £21.58 £6.64

3 £46.40
4 £59.60
5 £72.80 £47.32 £14.56
6 £86.00 £55.90 £17.20
If you are entitled to one of the above Benefits, but not the other, you

will have to make a claim for the Benefit you are not currently getting.
Please see details below on how to claim.

What if | am not getting Housing/Council Tax Benefit?

If you are not currently in receipt of either Housing or Council Tax
Benefit you will have to make an application. An application must be
made by completing one of our Benefit claim forms. You can get a
Benefit claim form by:

£30.16
£38.74

£9.28
£11.92

@ Visiting our website at
www.bromsgrove.gov.uk and
downloading a copy.

@ Visiting our Customer Service Centre in
School Drive, Bromsgrove, Worcs, B60 1AY.

@ Calling our automated claim request line
on (01527) 881630 where you will be
asked for your full name and address and a
form will be posted to you,

Please note, if you are already getting
maximum Benefit or you are in receipt of any of
the following Benefits, these changes will not
affect you:

@ Income Support/Guaranteed Pension
Credit

@ Job Seekers Allowance (Income Based)

@ Income Related Employment and Support
Allowance

For more information, or to find out if
you are now eligible to claim Housing/
Council Tax Benefit, please contact
one of our Customer Advisors on

(01527) 881288
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