Bromsgrove District Council Revenues and Benefits

Extra Benefit for

Pensioners

Are you or your partner a pensioner
with less than £16,000 in Capital*?

If so, you may be entitled to extra help towards

your Rent and/or Council Tax

From November 2nd 2009 the amount of Capital* that is disregarded
in the calculation of Housing Benefit/Council Tax Benefit and Pension
Credit claims increases from £6,000 to £10,000. This means you can
have up to £10,000 worth of Capital* without it having an effect on
your entitlement to Benefit. However, even if you have less than
£10,000, you must still tell the Benefits Department at the Council
about it. They may also still ask to see proof.

What if | am already in receipt of Housing and/or
Council Tax Benefit ?

If you are already in receipt of either of the above Benefits, you will
not need to contact us. Your claim will be automatically re-assessed
and if your entitlement changes, we will write to you nearer the time
to tell you about your new entitlement.

If you are entitled to one of the above Benefits, but not the other, you
will have to make a claim for the Benefit you are not currently getting
to see if you are now eligible. Please see details below on how to
claim.

What if | am not getting Housing/Council Tax Benefit?

If you are not currently in receipt of either Housing or Council Tax
Benefit you will have to make an application. An application must be
made by completing one of our Benefit claim forms. You can get a
Benefit claim form by:

@ Visiting our website at www.bromsgrove.gov.uk and
downloading a copy.

@ Visiting our Customer Service Centre in School Drive, Bromsgrove,
Worcs, B60 TAY.

@ Calling our automated claim request line on (01527) 881630
where you will be asked for your full name and address and a form
will be posted to you.

If you would like help to complete the claim
form, you can call into our Customer Service
Centre. In some circumstances, we may be able
to visit you in your home. Please contact a
customer advisor on (01527) 881288 for
more information on our home visiting service.

If you are already getting maximum Benefit or
you are in receipt of Guaranteed Pension Credit,
these changes will not affect you.

The above changes also apply to Pension
Savings Credit. If you are in receipt of Pension
Savings Credit, The Pension Service will write to
you. Any changes to your Pension Credit
entitlement will affect your Housing and/or
Council Tax Benefit so you must notify the
Benefits Department at Bromsgrove District
Council of these changes immediately.

For more information, or to find out if
you are now eligible to claim Housing/
Council Tax Benefit, please contact one
of our Customer Advisors on

(01527) 881288

* Please note, Capital includes all savings and
investments including current accounts, savings
accounts, ISAs, TESSAS, land, property, stocks,
shares, bonds etc. This list is not exhaustive.
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