BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL

PRESENT:

PARISH COUNCILS' FORUM

Tuesday, 27th June 2006, at 6.30 p.m.

Councillor B. L. Fuller C.B.E. Q.F.S.M. (Chairman)

Parish

Representative(s)

Barnt Green

Belbroughton
Beoley
Catshill and North Marlbrook

Clent

Dodford with Grafton
Hagley

Hunnington

Lickey and Blackwell

Stoke
Wythall

APOLOGIES

Mrs. E. M. Buckett (Chairman)
Mr. R. Westbury (Executive Officer)

Mr. C. R. Scurrell
Miss P. Harrison (Clerk)

Mr. P. J. Baker (Chairman)
Mr. G. F. Witcomb

Mrs. P. A. Harris (Clerk)
Mr. R. J. Oakes (Chairman)
Mr. A. G. Lewis

Mr. J. Peeney (Chairman)
Mrs. L. Teese (Clerk)

Mr. R. Brown (Chairman)
Mrs. J. A. Casey (Clerk)

Mrs. T. Roll (Chairman)

Mrs. S. J. Baxter (Chairman)
Miss P. Harrison (Clerk)

Apologies for absence were received from:-

Parish

Representative

Beoley
Belbroughton

Catshill and North Marlbrook
Dodford-with-Grafton

Stoke

Wythall

Mrs. J. D. Luck (Chairman)

Mr. R. E. Copley (Clerk)
Mr. P. Shotton

Mrs. C. Russam (Clerk)
Mrs. C. Limm (Clerk)

Mr. P. Callaway (Clerk)
Mr. R. Hall (Chairman)

Apologies for late arrival from Councillor R. Hollingworth.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Councils' Forum held on 11th April
2006 were submitted. Subject to the inclusion of Mrs. E. Buckett in the list of
those present, it was AGREED that the Minutes be approved as a correct
record.



PARISH COUNCILS' FORUM
27th June 2006

PARISH REPRESENTATION ON THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

There was discussion on the possibility of including an additional Parish
Council representative on the District Council’s Standards Committee. This
had been suggested by the Area Committee of CALC as it was thought it
would be useful when Parish Council issues were under discussion. There
had also been a recommendation from the Standards Board of England that
Parish Councils have some representation on such committees. This had
been suggested in writing to the Head of Legal and Democratic Services but
a brief response had been received indicating that that the Council was not
required to include a Parish representative on the Standards Committee and
therefore did not intend to do so.

The Chairman indicated that the role and structure of the Standards
Committee was presently under review. He indicated that he would raise this
with the Leader of the Council. Following the arrival at the meeting of
Councillor Hollingworth, discussion of the issue was resumed and he
confirmed that there was a wish to keep the membership of the Standards
Committee to a reasonable number and indeed there was a possibility that
there would be some restructuring of the Committee. Whilst it was noted that
some other District Councils in the County had adopted the recommendations
of the Standards Board, Bromsgrove did not intend to do this at present.

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS MAY 2007

There was a discussion regarding publicity for the forthcoming Parish Council
elections which would be held in May 2007 at the same time as the District
Council elections. It was particularly important to the Parish Councils that
enough candidates were willing to stand for election as, in order to maintain
Quality Parish Council status, 100% of places needed to be filled by election.
If members were co-opted, this would lead to the loss of Quality Parish
Council status. Parishes were therefore stressing that assistance from the
District to publicise the procedures and timetable for standing for election
would be very important.

The Acting Chief Executive, Mr. Dicks, agreed that assistance would be
offered where possible to work with the Parishes to publicise the elections. It
was suggested that an appropriate item be included in a future edition of
Council Chat and it was agreed this would be useful.

COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP: PARISH COUNCIL
REPRESENTATION

It was noted that the Area Committee of CALC had requested that a Parish
Council representative be appointed to the Community Safety Partnership.
The Council’'s Community Safety Manager, Mr. G. Rocke, was unable to be
present at the meeting but he had already raised the issue with Chief
Inspector C. Hill, who chairs the Partnership. Chief Inspector Hill was
agreeable to the proposal but it would need to be confirmed formally by the
Partnership at its next meeting on 27th July 2006.

It was reported that CALC had already identified a representative and it was
AGREED that the details be notified to Mr. Rocke following the meeting.

PARISH PLANS AND VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENTS

This item was withdrawn.



PARISH COUNCILS' FORUM
27th June 2006

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was AGREED that the next meeting of the Forum would take place on
Tuesday, 26th September 2006, at 6.30 p.m.

The Meeting closed at 7.00 p.m.

Chairman



