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The Hotel was where coroner’s inquests were held.
It was also used as the headquarters of the Tory
Party during elections, and election results were
announced from the balcony to the crowd below.
In 1859 there was a pitched battle between the
Tory and Liberal supporters outside the Golden
Cross.  The battle ended when a troop of cavalry
charged down the High Street with swords drawn,
scattering the rioters.

The balcony was decorated with flowers and
bunting for the wedding of the Prince of Wales in
1863, and for other local and national celebrations
in Bromsgrove.

The Golden Cross was rebuilt in 1932 on the site
of the earlier building.  On the first floor was a
ballroom where many functions, including the Court
Leet dinner took place. Cast-iron plates were made
by the Bromsgrove Guild for the new building.  The
way through to the yard at the back was closed and
incorporated into the building when it became
Wetherspoons.

In 1687 this inn was called the Rose and
Golden Cross, and before that it had
been the Rose and Crown.  The landlord
was George Fownes who had taken over
the inn from Roger Blick who had died in
1667.  It was quite common to name
rooms in inns in the seventeenth century,
and George Fownes had a 'Talbot Room'
and an 'Office Room' in his inn.  Roger
Blick had called a room 'The Sherriffs
Office' and this was possibly where
visiting dignitaries stayed when they
came to Bromsgrove.

A new building was erected in the 1770s on the site
of the timber-framed building of the 1600s.  The
Golden Cross was one of the main coaching inns in
Bromsgrove and with the coming of the railway it
became the headquarters of the horse-drawn bus
which brought passengers from the railway station
at Aston Fields.


