
This early Victorian Building is now WH Smith,
stationers and newsagents, but before 1986 it was
two properties, with an entry down the left-hand
side.  This entry led to Court 22 which had been
known earlier as Johnson’s yard, and before that,
as Blew’s yard.   During the reconstruction in the
1980s the remains of a timber-framed building was
found in part of the property.

No. 48. In 1794 this house was owned by Charles Wright, an
ironmonger. In his will he left £100 to his servant, Joseph Blew,
and wished that Blew be kept on at a salary of £80 a year, over
and above the fourth share in the profits in his wholesale trade
that he was entitled to, to help his nephew run the business.
Joseph served his new master well and when Joseph Blew, by
then a nail factor,  died in 1837, he owned the three adjacent
houses, no. 48 and the houses on either side, and extensive nail
warehouses behind the house.  On his death they were
auctioned and no. 48 was then  bought by Benjamin Johnson,
a nail and music pin manufacturer.  It remained the home of the
Johnson family until the 1860s.

54-56 HIGH STREET (was 48-49)

No.49 for many years was a private house.  By
1880 it was a tobacconist run by George Grey, and
later his son, Frederick.  The shop window display
shows how important advertising was in the days
before we were bombarded by adverts on the tele-
vision.

In 1935 the business was taken over by A Preedy
and Son, and this shop became the second
Preedy’s tobacconist shop in Bromsgrove.  During
the Second World War the lads in the town who did
smoke would not patronise the shop because
Preedys slogan was ‘A smoke for Men not Boys’.
When the shop closed it became part of a
redevelopment into one shop with no. 48.
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In the 1870s no. 48 was known as Turin House,
and, before 1900, it was the boot and shoe shop
of John Dancer.  But for most of the 20th century it
was the Maypole Dairy.  The Maypole opened just
before the First World War.  It was a
Wolverhampton based company selling eggs,
butter, condensed milk, margarine and tea, but not
cheese.  They produced their own margarine, and
by 1914 supplied ⅓ of the UK’s margarine.  In the
1970s it became the Grenada Television shop and,
after being vacant for a time in the 1980s, it was
remodelled with no. 49 to become WH Smiths.


