
®°¹®±«°ò½±³

31 July 2013

ÔßÒÜ ßÌ ÞÎÑÝÕØ×ÔÔ ÛßÍÌô
ÎÛÜÜ×ÌÝØ

ÌÎßÒÍÐÑÎÌ ßÐÐÎß×ÍßÔ

ÑÒ ÞÛØßÔÚ ÑÚ ÐÛÎÍ×ÓÓÑÒ ØÑÓÛÍ
ÍÑËÌØ Ó×ÜÔßÒÜÍ

Ñ«® Î»ºæ ÖÒÇéèéíóðì
ÎÐÍ
20 Western Avenue
Milton Park

Abingdon

Oxfordshire

OX14 4SH

Ì»´æ 01235 432 190
Û³¿·´æ transport@rpsgroup.com



®°¹®±«°ò½±³

ÏËßÔ×ÌÇ ÓßÒßÙÛÓÛÒÌ

Prepared by: Ò·½µ Þ·´´·²¹¸¿³

Authorised by: Ð»¬»® Ö±²»

Date: íï
¬

Ö«´§ îðïí

Project Number/Document
Reference:

ÖÒÇéèéíóðì

ÝÑÐÇÎ×ÙØÌ w ÎÐÍ

The material presented in this report is confidential. This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of Persimmon Homes South

Midlands and shall not be distributed or made available to any other company or person without the knowledge and written consent

of RPS or Persimmon Homes South Midlands.



®°¹®±«°ò½±³

ÝÑÒÌÛÒÌÍ

ï ×ÒÌÎÑÜËÝÌ×ÑÒòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòò ï

î ÐÛÜÛÍÌÎ×ßÒ ú ÝÇÝÔÛ ßÝÝÛÍÍ×Þ×ÔÌÇòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòò í

í ÐËÞÔ×Ý ÌÎßÒÍÐÑÎÌ ÑÐÐÑÎÌËÒ×Ì×ÛÍ òòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòò ë

ì ÊÛØ×ÝËÔßÎ ßÝÝÛÍÍ ÍÌÎßÌÛÙÇòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòò é

ë ÑÚÚ Í×ÌÛ ×ÓÐßÝÌòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòò ç

ê ÍËÓÓßÎÇ ßÒÜ ÝÑÒÝÔËÍ×ÑÒÍ òòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòòò ïí



ï
®°¹®±«°ò½±³

ï ×ÒÌÎÑÜËÝÌ×ÑÒ

ïòï Ý±²¬»¨¬

1.1.1 RPS Planning and Development Ltd has been commissioned by Persimmon Homes South

Midlands and Gallagher Estates to provide transport and highways advice in relation to the

proposed residential development of land at Brockhill East, Redditch.

1.1.2 RPS submitted representations to Bromsgrove District Council and Redditch Borough Council in

May 2013 which strongly supported the identification of Site 2 as an appropriate means of

delivering a modest extension of some 600 to 670 dwellings to the Brockhill East Strategic Site

that is identified in the Draft Redditch Local Plan No. 4.

1.1.3 The May 2013 representations submitted by RPS set out how development at Site 2 provides an

excellent opportunity to integrate well with the existing and planned new development at Brockhill

East given its peripheral location which is close to the town centre. Moreover, the access strategy

for Site 2 has been well conceived since the �North West Redditch Master Plan� exercise

undertaken in the early 2000�s which contemplated the comprehensive development of the area

including a potential link road through to Weights Lane in the north.

1.1.4 In particular, the RPS representations agreed with the general findings of the Council�s January

2013 Development Study which found that Site 2 is a particularly sustainable location, having few

technical and environmental constraints to its delivery and none that are insurmountable.

ïòî Ì®¿²°±®¬ ß°°®¿·¿´

1.2.1 Guidance provided in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that the core

planning principle relating to transport is that patterns of growth should be actively managed to

make the fullest possible use of public transport, walking and cycling, and to focus significant

development in locations which are or can be made sustainable.

1.2.2 In respect of promoting sustainable travel the NPPF advocates that planning policies and

decisions should consider whether:

The opportunities for sustainable transport modes have been taken up depending on the

nature and location of the site, to reduce the need for major transport infrastructure;

Safe and suitable access to the site can be achieved for all people; and,

Improvements can be undertaken within the transport network that cost-effectively limit the

significant impacts of the development.

1.2.3 The guidance advises that, subject to the above considerations, development should not be

prevented or refused on transport grounds unless the residual impacts of the development are

severe.
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1.2.4 The proposals for development at the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site 2 would be supported

by a full and detailed Transport Assessment in due course at planning application stage.

Meanwhile, the purpose of this Technical Report is to provide further information in respect of the

transport related credentials of Site 2 in order to demonstrate how the core transport principles as

set out in the NPPF are achieved.

1.2.5 The high level analysis presented within this Technical Report seeks to demonstrate that the

close proximity of Site 2 to Redditch town centre provides an excellent opportunity to encourage

sustainable forms of travel. The analysis also identifies that there is opportunity to enhance the

existing pedestrian, cycle and public transport networks in the vicinity of Site 2 to ensure that trips

by non car modes of travel can be accommodated in a satisfactory manner.

1.2.6 This Technical Report also identifies how safe and satisfactory vehicular access to Site 2 is

readily achievable and also how the likely off-site impacts of the traffic that would be generated

can be appropriately mitigated.

ïòí Î»°±®¬ Í¬®«½¬«®»

1.3.1 This Technical Report is structured as follows:

Section 2 � Appraisal of the opportunities to exploit the proximity of Redditch town centre in

order to encourage travel by walk and cycle.

Section 3 � Demonstration of the high level of public transport accessibility that can be

delivered at Site 2 given that new bus services can be provided in a comprehensive manner in

conjunction with the other development areas at the Brockhill East Strategic Site.

Section 4 � Appraisal of the ability to provide satisfactory vehicular access to Site 2 which

would deliver a high level of connectivity and integrate fully with the other development areas

at the Brockhill East Strategic Site.

Section 5 � Broad assessment of the number of vehicular trips that are likely to be generated

along with an appraisal of the likely key off site impacts to demonstrate that the impacts can

be satisfactorily mitigated.

Section 6 � Summary of the findings of this Technical Report.
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2.1.1 Government guidance in respect of accessibility planning advises that residential development

should be accessible to a range of land uses including education, employment, health, retail and

leisure.

2.1.2 The provision of residential development in close proximity to the above variety of land uses

helps to maximise the number of shorter distance trips that are undertaken and therefore

capitalises on the potential for these journeys to be made by non car modes of travel.

2.1.3 Walking can play an important role both in delivering accessibility at the local level and in

contributing towards sustainable development patterns in the longer term.  Indeed, walking is

considered to be the most important mode of travel at a local level and offers the greatest

potential to replace short car trips, particularly under 2 kilometres. Cycling can also contribute to

transport sustainability and accessibility, and is a good substitute for short car trips, particularly

those less than 5km.

2.1.4 Redditch town centre provides a range of higher order retail shops within the Kingfisher Shopping

Centre, in addition to significant leisure and employment opportunities. The town centre is located

approximately 1.7km to the south of the centre of Site 2. Indeed, all areas of Site 2 are located

within 2km of the town centre which therefore offers an excellent opportunity to encourage walk

and cycle trips from the proposed development.

2.1.5 The wide range of uses provided within Redditch town centre are complemented by other

facilities that lie in close proximity to Site 2. These include the local centre located on Batchley

Road which offers a convenience store, greengrocers, pharmacy and takeaway food restaurants.

Additional convenience shops are located on Poplar Road to the south-west while Sainsbury�s

Supermarket is located within Abbey Retail Park to the east.  There are also a number of first,

middle and high schools located within reasonable walk and cycle distances.

2.1.6 It is also important to note that the Brockhill East Strategic Site will contain a new first school and

also local retail provision. Future residents at Site 2 would therefore enjoy a very high level of

accessibility to these uses.

îòî Û¨·¬·²¹ Ð»¼»¬®·¿² ¿²¼ Ý§½´» Ð®±ª··±²

2.2.1 There is a well established network of footways, footpaths, on-street cycle lanes and segregated

cycle routes within the residential areas of Brockhill and Batchley. This existing provision

facilitates movement throughout the area to the south of the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site

2 and, importantly, into Redditch town centre.

2.2.2 The pedestrian links in the area are generally of a good standard. Footways are provided along

the length of Hewell Road to the south whilst dropped kerbs and crossing facilities are provided at

the majority of junctions.
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2.2.3 On-road and off-road cycle routes are provided throughout the north-western area of Redditch.

An advisory on-road cycle route extends from the site along the length of Hewell Road towards

the town centre. The advisory route serves the town centre bus and rail stations and forms a link

with the National Cycle Network (NCN) Route 5.

2.2.4 A segregated shared footpath and cycle route is also provided alongside the Batchley Brook,

extending west from the Windsor Road roundabout to Batchley Local Centre. The path provides a

safe off-road alternative to Batchley Road for pedestrians and cyclists accessing local schools

and shops.

îòí Ñ°°±®¬«²·¬·» º±® Ð»¼»¬®·¿² ¿²¼ Ý§½´» ×³°®±ª»³»²¬

2.3.1 Pedestrian and cycle links within the Site 2 development would be provided to a high standard

with an emphasis on providing direct and continuous connections through the development in

order to maximise the key desire lines to the south. In this respect, there is an excellent

opportunity to ensure that the internal pedestrian and cycle infrastructure within Site 2 is provided

with a high degree of integration with the proposals for the Brockhill East Strategic Site which will

ensure that the new infrastructure is delivered in a coordinated and comprehensive manner.

2.3.2 Development at the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site 2 also offers the opportunity to deliver

further enhancements to the existing pedestrian and cycle provision to the south. For example,

there is scope to provide better links between the current provision along Brockhill Lane and

Hewell Road to the cycle path running adjacent to Batchley Road and Windsor Road. Such

measures, which could include the promotion of formal crossing points, would act to provide a

high standard continuous route for pedestrians and cyclists between the development and

Redditch town centre.

2.3.3 Notwithstanding that the key pedestrian and cycle desire lines are to the south towards the town

centre, development at the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site 2 will also enable a continuous

footway to be provided along the southern side of Weights Lane connecting into the existing

facilities along the A441 Birmingham Road corridor.

2.3.4 It is important to note that the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site 2 developments are located in

such a manner that enables a high level of integration with the existing residential areas to the

north of the town centre. The off-site improvements that would be delivered would therefore not

only act to encourage walk and cycle travel from the proposed development but also deliver

benefits for the existing residents in the wider area.
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3.1.1 There are a number of bus services that operate immediately to the south of the Brockhill East

Strategic Site and Site 2 development areas. The existing bus Route 51 operates along Batchley

Road at a very high frequency. Bus Route 50 operates along Hewell Road, albeit at a lower

frequency.

3.1.2 Both the above bus services provide connections with Redditch bus and rail stations which form

an interchange located in the town centre. The Site 2 development is therefore readily able to

facilitate travel by bus and is also very well placed to encourage longer distance trips to be

undertaken by rail.

íòî Ð®±°±»¼ Ð«¾´·½ Ì®¿²°±®¬ Í¬®¿¬»¹§

3.2.1 A key element of the access strategy would be the introduction of a high quality bus service that

would operate in a loop through the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site 2 development areas

off the Hewell Road corridor. This approach would ensure that walk distances to bus stops within

the development would be minimised and therefore enable future residents to benefit from a very

high level of accessibility to public transport.

3.2.2 Bus stop provision throughout the development would be provided to a high standard to accord

with Worcestershire County Council�s �Gold Standard� specification.

3.2.3 A high quality bus service would need to be provided to serve the Brockhill East Strategic Site

and, in this respect, the promotion of development at Site 2 would provide additional new

patronage for the service. This is an important consideration as the additional patronage that

would be generated would help to sustain a higher frequency than would otherwise be

achievable. The promotion of Site 2 would therefore help to facilitate an even more attractive

level of bus service for the area.

3.2.4 In addition, it is understood from discussions with Worcestershire County Council that there is a

desire to improve the frequency of bus Route 50 which currently operates along Hewell Road.

The standard of this service is relatively poor and therefore improvements may help to secure its

long term viability. There is therefore an excellent opportunity to make use of this existing service

as the basis for the new service at the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site 2. This approach

offers a �win-win situation� as, firstly, utilising an existing service results in lower initial running

costs which enables higher frequencies to be sustained at the outset. Secondly, the new

developments would provide additional patronage for the existing service which would help to

secure the long term viability which will be of significant benefit to existing residents along the

route.
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3.2.5 There are a number or permutations of how the new bus service could be delivered and the

ultimate strategy would be formulated in close liaison with Worcestershire County Council and the

local bus operators. Notwithstanding this, it is evident that future residents at Site 2 would enjoy a

high level of public transport accessibility which would be further enhanced given that the strategy

would be delivered in a co-ordinated manner in conjunction with development at the Brockhill

East Strategic Site, given they are an integrated comprehensive proposal.

íòí Ì®¿ª»´ Ð´¿²²·²¹

3.3.1 The provision of bus services through the development would be complemented by a

comprehensive Travel Plan which would set out how a range of measures would be introduced to

actively encourage the new residents to use sustainable modes of travel.  The Travel Plan

measures would seek to compliment the opportunities that would be provided as a result of the

physical infrastructure that would accompany the development.

3.3.2 The Travel Plan would seek to maximise travel by all sustainable modes. However, typical

measures that would be promoted in respect of encouraging public transport include the provision

of free introductory bus passes as well as a range of marketing initiatives including the

implementation of a personalised Travel Planning Program for the future residents of the

development. In this respect, an important consideration will be the formulation of measures

aimed at rail users as it is important that the close proximity of Redditch rail station is exploited

given that it offers a real opportunity to reduce the quantum of longer distance car trips that are

generated.
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4.1.1 Discussions have been held with Worcestershire County Council in respect of the access strategy

for the Brockhill East Strategic Site. Indeed, the key elements of the strategy have been agreed in

principle with Worcestershire County Council subject to the normal detailed appraisals that will be

undertaken in support of a planning application. Importantly, development at Site 2 would fully

integrate with and complement the access proposals that have already been formulated for the

Brockhill East Strategic Site development.

ìòî ß½½» Ö«²½¬·±²

4.2.1 Vehicular access to the south from Site 2 would be provided through the Brockhill East Strategic

Site development onto the southern access roundabout along Hewell Road. A number of

alternative routes through the development would be provided to ensure a high degree of

connectivity and integration is provided within the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site 2

development areas.

4.2.2 The access arm into the Brockhill East Strategic Site from the southern access roundabout on

Hewell Road was recently formed to facilitate the Phase 1 development at Brockhill East.

Importantly, the development approach to the roundabout was designed with spare capacity so

that it can accommodate traffic from the full Brockhill East Strategic Site development. Moreover,

further analysis indicates that the roundabout can also accommodate the traffic that would be

generated by the Site 2 development.

4.2.3 A second point of access onto the external highway network from Site 2 would be provided via an

access junction onto Weights Lane at the northern frontage of the development. Indeed, given

that the Site 2 development area abuts the Weights Lane corridor there is the opportunity to

improve the carriageway width and pedestrian provision along Weights Lane in this location.

ìòí É»·¹¸¬ Ô¿²» Ô·²µ

4.3.1 A further point of access onto Weights Lane from the Brockhill East Strategic Site would be

provided in the vicinity of the rail bridge. This access roundabout, coupled with the internal street

network running north-south through the development, would deliver a link between the Hewell

Road and Weights Lane corridors. This is an important feature as provides an alternative route

for background traffic that would otherwise utilise the Windsor Road and A441 Birmingham Road

corridors for trips between northern and western destinations in Redditch.

4.3.2 The implementation of the Weights Lane Link through the development therefore offers the

potential to provide some relief to the Hewell Road and Windsor Road corridors to the south-east

of the site which would benefit the operation of the highway network in this area. The key

parameters of the Weights Lane Link as it runs through the development have been discussed

and agreed in principle with Worcestershire County Council although the precise nature of the

Link will be confirmed following detailed traffic modelling work that will be undertaken in due

course.
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4.3.3 A similar consideration is the standard of the eastern section of the Weights Lane corridor

between the rail bridge and the A441 Birmingham Road. There is an opportunity to improve the

carriageway width along this section and, again, agreement in principle has been reached with

Worcestershire County Council that the improvement measures proposed are satisfactory subject

to the normal safety audit process and the findings of the detailed traffic modelling work.

4.3.4 The traffic generated by the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site 2 along the Weights Lane

corridor would access the A441 Birmingham Road via a new roundabout which would be

provided in place of the existing priority junction. This improvement scheme is to be delivered in

conjunction with the recently consented Gallagher Estates development which is located on land

to the south of Weights Lane, east of the rail line, which forms part of the Brockhill East Strategic

Site. Again, an important consideration is that this roundabout scheme has been designed to

operate with spare capacity. Indeed, modelling work that has been undertaken demonstrates that

the proposed A441 / Weights Lane roundabout layout can accommodate the traffic generated by

the remainder of the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site 2.
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5.1.1 The impact of the traffic that would be generated by the Site 2 development will be assessed in

detail using Worcestershire County Council�s traffic model which allows the effects to be

appraised on a cumulative basis in conjunction with the Brockhill East Strategic Site and other

planned development in the area.

5.1.2 Notwithstanding the above, in order to provide an indication of the level of traffic that would be

generated, this Technical Report sets out in broad terms the quantum and directional distribution

of the additional vehicular trips that would occur along the local highway network. This information

is then used to inform a high level appraisal of the extent of highway impacts that might occur and

also the scope for mitigating any adverse effects.

ëòî Ì®·° Ù»²»®¿¬·±²

5.2.1 Use has been made of the residential trip rates used within Worcestershire County Council�s

traffic model in order to forecast the number of vehicular trips that are likely to be generated by

the proposed Site 2 development in conjunction with the Brockhill East Strategic Site. For the

purposes of this Technical Report it has been assumed that the proposed Site 2 development

would deliver some 650 dwellings along with 625 dwellings at the Brockhill East Strategic Site.

5.2.2 The resultant trip generation for the morning and evening peak hours is presented in Table 5.1

below.

Ì¿¾´» ëòïæ Ì®·° Ù»²»®¿¬·±² ±º Í·¬» î Ü»ª»´±°³»²¬ ¿²¼ Þ®±½µ¸·´´ Û¿¬ Í¬®¿¬»¹·½ Í·¬»

ßÓ Ð»¿µ Ø±«® øðèððóðçðð÷ ÐÓ Ð»¿µ Ø±«® øïéððóïèðð÷

ß®®·ª¿´ Ü»°¿®¬«®» Ì±¬¿´ ß®®·ª¿´ Ü»°¿®¬«®» Ì±¬¿´

Vehicular Trip Rate (per unit) 0.16 0.39 ðòëë 0.45 0.24 ðòêç

Vehicle Trips (1,275 units) 204 497 éðï 574 306 èèð

5.2.3 The combined trips at Brockhill East shown in Table 5.1 have been distributed along the highway

network corridors using a distribution profile calculated using 2001 census Journey to Work data.

The resultant increases in traffic that would occur along each key corridor is shown in Table 5.2

below.
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Ò«³¾»® ±º Ì©±óÉ¿§ Ì®·°

Ø·¹¸©¿§ Ý±®®·¼±®
Ð»®½»²¬¿¹»
Ü·¬®·¾«¬·±²

ßÓ Ð»¿µ Ø±«® ÐÓ Ð»¿µ Ø±«®

North of M42 Corridor 14% 98 123

M42 (east) 11% 77 97

M42 (west) 3% 21 26

A441 (north)

Dagnell End Road 1% 7 9

A441 (south) 23% 161 202

Redditch (town centre) 15% 105 132

Redditch (north-west) 8% 56 70

A448 corridor (north) 12% 84 106

A448 corridor (south) 13% 91 114

ÌÑÌßÔ ïððû éðï èèð

ßììï ø²±®¬¸÷

5.2.4 As can be seen from Table 5.2, the Site 2 development is likely to generate a total of 255 two

way movements along the A441 (north) corridor during the evening peak hour. These movements

would route via the Weights Lane corridor. As stated in Section 4 of this Technical Report, the

proposed A441 / Weights Lane roundabout improvement is able to accommodate the additional

trips in a satisfactory manner.

5.2.5 The above traffic would pass through the A441 / Dagnell End Road junction which is currently

operating at capacity. It should however be noted that there is scope to provide some additional

capacity at the junction by extending the approach lanes to the signal junction. Further capacity

can also be achieved through the implementation of intelligent traffic signals which would be able

to actively respond to the variations in traffic demand that will occur throughout the day.

5.2.6 The trips further north along the A441 corridor through Bordesley represent approximately four

vehicle movements each minute during the peak hours. It is considered that increases of this

magnitude can be mitigated satisfactorily through the implementation of a traffic management

scheme through Bordesley which would seek to ensure that vehicle speeds are contained and

pedestrian and cycle amenity is not compromised in this area of the network.

5.2.7 Increases in traffic along the M42 corridor further to the north would equate to approximately two

vehicles each minute during the peak hours and would not be discernable. It should be noted that

some of the trips heading to the M42 (west) corridor may elect to instead join the M5 corridor via

the A448 Bromsgrove Highway join  and therefore the increase in traffic using Junction 2 of the

M42 motorway may be lower than indicated in Table 5.2
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5.2.8 Trips heading towards Redditch town centre and the A442 (south) corridor would result in

increases in traffic along Hewell Road and Windsor Road corridors. It is important to note

however that the creation of the Weights Lane Link through the Brockhill East Strategic Site

would act to reduce background traffic in this area of the network. As a consequence, the net

impact of the combined trips at Brockhill East in this location is likely to be lower than that shown

in Table 5.2.

5.2.9 The trips heading to the north-west area of Redditch would disperse along the local highway

network including along Salters Lane, Lily Green Lane and Appletree Lane. The quantum of

traffic heading along these routes would not trigger any significant impacts.

ßììè Ý±®®·¼±® ø²±®¬¸ ¿²¼ ±«¬¸÷

5.2.10 The combined Brockhill East development trips would result in increases in traffic of

approximately two vehicles a minute along the A448 northern and southern corridors. The A448

is provided to dual carriageway standard as is able to accommodate this quantum of additional

traffic. Similarly, the increase in trips heading along the B4184 Brockhill Drive corridor to the west

en-route to the A448 corridor lie within the day to day variation of flows and are unlikely to cause

any material impacts that could not be mitigated through localised capacity improvements at the

junctions along the corridor.

ëòí Í«³³¿®§

5.3.1 The analysis presented within this Section of the Technical Report demonstrates that the traffic

generated by the combined Brockhill East development would not trigger any material impacts

along the neighbouring highway network that could not be satisfactorily mitigated.

5.3.2 Notwithstanding this, the impact of the development will need to be appraised in a cumulative

manner that allows for the effects of other planned development within the area. In this respect, it

should be noted that the Worcestershire County Council traffic model has been recently used to

assess the performance of the local highway network on a cumulative basis which allows for the

Local Plan allocations and also the Site 2 development. The results of the analysis are presented

in two Draft Transport Network Analysis and Mitigation Reports dated May 2013 which have been

produced by Halcrow on behalf of Worcestershire County Council. The purpose of the two

Reports is to help inform the development of Redditch Borough Council and Bromsgrove District

Council Local Plan process.

5.3.3 The Transport Network Analysis and Mitigation Reports identify a number of highway mitigation

schemes which are aimed at mitigating the cumulative impact of all the planned development in

the area. The schemes that have been identified lie along the broad highway corridors that have

been appraised within this Technical Report.

5.3.4 The precise extent of the impact and mitigation measures would need to be determined using the

results of detailed traffic modelling which would be undertaken in due course to support a future

planning application. Meanwhile, based on an initial review of the findings of the Draft Transport

Network Analysis and Mitigation Reports it is evident that there is scope to introduce highway

improvements at the locations which would be subjected to stress when allowing for the

cumulative impacts of the proposed development.
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5.3.5 Moreover, it is important to note that the findings of the Draft Transport Network Analysis and

Mitigation Reports do not identify the need for the provision of a Bordesley Bypass in order to

mitigate the impact of traffic travelling along the A441 Birmingham Road corridor to the north of

Redditch.
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6.1.1 RPS submitted representations to Bromsgrove District Council and Redditch Borough Council in

May 2013 which strongly supported the identification of Site 2 as an appropriate means of

delivering a modest extension of some 600 to 670 dwellings to the Brockhill East Strategic Site

that is identified in the Draft Redditch Local Plan No. 4. In particular, the RPS representations

agreed with the general findings of the Council�s January 2013 Development Study which found

that Site 2 is a particularly sustainable location, having few technical and environmental

constraints to its delivery and none that are insurmountable.

6.1.2 The proposals for development at the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site 2 would be supported

by a full and detailed Transport Assessment in due course at planning application stage.

Meanwhile, this Technical Report has been produced to provide further information in respect of

the transport related credentials of Site 2.
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6.2.1 It has been demonstrated that the proximity of Site 2 to a variety of land uses, most notably

Redditch town centre, offers an excellent opportunity to maximise the number of shorter distance

trips that are undertaken and therefore capitalise on the potential for these journeys to be made

by non car modes of travel.

6.2.2 There is a well established network of footways and cycleways throughout the area to the south

of the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site 2. Moreover, development at the Brockhill East

Strategic Site and Site 2 offers the opportunity to deliver further enhancements to the existing

networks which would not only act to encourage walk and cycle travel from the proposed

development but also deliver benefits for the existing residents in the wider area.
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6.3.1 A key element of the access strategy would be the introduction of a high quality bus service that

would operate in a loop through the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site 2 development areas

off the Hewell Road corridor. The promotion of development at Site 2 would provide additional

new patronage for the service which will help to sustain a higher frequency than would otherwise

be achievable.

6.3.2 Moreover, there is an excellent opportunity to make use of an existing bus service as the basis for

the new service at the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site 2. This approach would enable

higher frequencies to be sustained at the outset while also providing additional patronage for the

existing service which would help to secure the long term viability will be of significant benefit to

existing residents along the route.
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6.4.1 The key elements of the access strategy for the Brockhill East Strategic Site have been agreed in

principle with Worcestershire County Council subject to the normal detailed appraisals that will be

undertaken in support of a planning application. Importantly, development at Site 2 would fully

integrate with and complement the access proposals that have already been formulated for the

Brockhill East Strategic Site development.

6.4.2 Satisfactory access to Site 2 can be provided via the Hewell Road / Brockhill Drive access

roundabout to the south and onto Weights Lane to the north. The proposals would also facilitate

the provision of the Weights Lane Link through the development which offers the potential to

provide some relief to the Hewell Road and Windsor Road corridors to the south-east of the

development.

6.4.3 The eastern section of the Weights Lane corridor between the rail bridge and the A441

Birmingham Road would also be improved to provide increased carriageway width and a new

continuous footway link. Agreement in principle has been reached with Worcestershire County

Council that the improvement measures proposed are satisfactory subject to the normal safety

audit process and the findings of the detailed traffic modelling work.

6.4.4 The A441 Birmingham Road / Weights Lane priority junction is to be upgraded to a roundabout

as part of the recently consented Gallagher Estates development which is located on land to the

south of Weights Lane, east of the rail line, which forms part of the Brockhill East Strategic Site.

Modelling work that has been undertaken demonstrates that the proposed roundabout layout can

accommodate the traffic generated by the remainder of the Brockhill East Strategic Site and Site

2 in a satisfactory manner.
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6.5.1 The combined Brockhill East development would generate approximately 880 vehicle movements

during the weekday evening peak hour. These trips would disperse fairly evenly along the

surrounding highway corridors. The analysis within this Technical Report demonstrates that the

traffic generated by the combined Brockhill East development would not trigger any material

impacts along the neighbouring highway network that could not be satisfactorily mitigated.

6.5.2 The impact of the Brockhill East development will need to be appraised in a cumulative manner

that allows for the effects of other planned development within the area. In this respect, it should

be noted that the Worcestershire County Council traffic model has been recently used to assess

the performance of the local highway network on a cumulative basis which allows for the Local

Plan allocations in Bromsgrove District Council and Redditch Borough Council and also the Site 2

development. The results of cumulative modelling have been used to inform two Draft Transport

Network Analysis and Mitigation Reports dated May 2013 which have been produced by Halcrow

on behalf of Worcestershire County Council. The Transport Network Analysis and Mitigation

Reports identify a number of highway mitigation schemes which are aimed at mitigating the

cumulative impact of all the planned development in the area.
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6.5.3 The precise extent of the impact and mitigation measures would need to be determined using the

results of detailed traffic modelling which would be undertaken in due course. Meanwhile, based

on an initial review of the findings of the Draft Transport Network Analysis and Mitigation Reports

it is evident that there is scope to introduce highway improvements at the locations which would

be subjected to stress when allowing for the cumulative impacts of the proposed development.

6.5.4 Moreover, it is important to note that the findings of the Draft Transport Network Analysis and

Mitigation Reports do not identify the need for the provision of a Bordesley Bypass in order to

mitigate the impact of traffic travelling along the A441 Birmingham Road corridor to the north of

Redditch.
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6.6.1 Based on the high level analysis presented within this Technical Report it is considered that the

key transport considerations advocated in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) are

met; namely:

There are opportunities for sustainable transport modes which will help to reduce the need for

major transport infrastructure;

Safe and suitable access to the site can be achieved for all people; and,

Improvements can be undertaken within the transport network that cost-effectively limit the

significant impacts of the development.

6.6.2 Given that the above NPPF considerations can be met, it is considered that the incorporation of

Site 2 into the Brockhill East Strategic Site is a positive proposal which should be fully supported

on transport grounds.
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