
126, 128, 130 HIGH STREET (was 13)
This Victorian building known as The
Gables was built in 1857 as a house for
Dr. George Horton, whose initials can be
seen over the central window.  The
building is unusual in the High Street, as
it was built in blue brick with a diamond
pattern in buff brick.  Behind it there was
a large garden, with lawns, shrubs and
trees, which stretched up the hill towards
what is now Wendron House. Some of
the garden features can still be seen in
Windsor Street.  Part of the garden wall
runs down the side of the path leading to
the Library and still sports some pear
trees and a fig tree.  Up until the 1920s
this was a private house, and, by then, it
had been lived in by a succession of
doctors.  For instance, in 1911 it was the
home of Dr. William Rowlands and his
family, and was described in the census
as having 11 rooms.

Left: No. 130 St Georges dry cleaners, no.128 vacant, and
no. 126 Wrights the bakers in the 1970s.

Above: No.130 Mrs Clemens coffee rooms, no.128
Pinfields fruiterer, no. 126 Mrs E Pinfield, draper in 1943.

The building was converted into shops in the
1930s.  The shops were called The Grand and The
Louvre, and were occupied by Mr. W. Pinfield, who
was a greengrocer and his wife who was a draper.
Sharing the building was Minnie Clemens who ran
the Coffee Rooms, an alternative to the Midland
Tea Rooms next door.  One of the shops has
always been a ladies dress shop, but Wrights
bakers and a dry cleaners have occupied the other
shops.  In 1991 no. 130 was a greengrocers, Fruity
Fruits, no. 128 was called Cameo, and no. 126
was Miss Albion, both these being ladies clothes
shops.

Today it is The Slug and Lettuce and is Grade II
listed.


