
Like no.18 this is a Georgian building
that is Grade II listed, and before 1984 it
was two separate shops. At the
beginning of the 19th century John
Crane, watchmaker, had his shop here at
no. 16.  He was the self-styled ‘Bird of
Bromsgrove’, and wrote poems on every
conceivable subject which were
published in several booklets.  Some of
these can be seen today in Bromsgrove
Library.  He was a shrewd, genial and
thoughtful man, who was a member of
the Loyal Association of Volunteer
Soldiers at the time of Waterloo. In the
1830s and 40s it was the shop of John
Holyoake, draper and known as
Leamington House. From 1850 to the
1920s the shop was another grocers.  In
the 20th century it was run by Weaver &
Guest, who had many shops in the town
over the years.

For a short time in the 1940s and 50s the shop was
called Octagon Libraries Ltd. and run by Norman
Cooke.  There was no subscription to ‘Britain’s
Finest Library Service’, every one paid as they
went, but you did have to be a member.  Mr Cooke
had the misfortune to fall out with other
shopkeepers and professionals in the town from
time to time.  No. 16  then became the Ace Army
and Navy Stores.  This was an Alladin’s cave full of
every imaginable item needed for the outdoor life.
It seemed to be run by several elderly ladies, who
could always find just what you wanted from the
mountains of stock.

No. 14 before 1860 was a private house, but after
that date up until the First World War, it had been a
jeweller and watch makers.  Before the Second
World War it had been a milliners.  Today there are
few milliners but in the past no lady would venture
outside without her head being covered, whether
going shopping or going to a wedding.  After the
war it was a men’s wear shop called Stylewear.
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