
40 HIGH STREET (was 56)

Mr. White had just renewed his lease for a further
seven years. The building was one of many,
including the one next door (No. 55), owned by
William Drury, a cooper and auctioneer, who died
in 1826. He had bought the two shops from
Thomas Green a cabinet maker, who had lived in
No. 55.

Isaac Partridge opened his butcher's shop in the
1880s and for nearly 100 years it was run as a
family business. The business is now relocated to
the Stourbridge Road. The Partridges slaughtered
cattle and sheep in their own slaughter house. The
slaughter house is behind the shop and reached
through the alley at the side of the next door shop
(No. 57). In the 1950s cattle and sheep were
delivered by lorry to the entry in New Road, where
the car park is now. Before motorised transport, the
cattle were walked down New Road and behind the
shops to the fasting pens in the yard. Winnie
Westbury, who was born in 1897 remembered that
occasionally cattle would escape and run down the
High Street, much to the consternation of the
shoppers.

This shop had always been a butcher’s shop until it
closed in 1983, when it became Megs Fruit & Veg.

In 1827 this building was auctioned with
a sitting tenant, George White, who had
been there since at least 1811. The
property was described as a:
‘Dwelling House, also in the High Street,
consisting of a Butcher's Shop in front,
Kitchen and small parlour, three
chambers and two attics, cellar etc, with
a small tenement, garden, three-stall
stable and loft over, Slaughter House,
Beast Pen and loft over, with a large
swine stye and dung yard at the back,
now held by Mr. George White’.

Above: Megs Fruit and Veg as it looked in 1991

Above: The delivery cart outside Isaac Partridge’s shop in
1910, when tradesmen delivered your purchases to your
home tied up in brown paper parcels


