
This property had been owned since the
1790s by Thomas Green, a cabinet
maker, along with the property next door.
In the early 1800s the shop was owned
by William Drury, a cooper and
auctioneer, and it was auctioned at his
death in 1826. At the time of the sale it
was tenanted by John Cullwick, who was
a druggist. It was then described as:
'… a dwelling with a druggist’s shop,
kitchen and brewhouse, with two
chambers and attic over, and small
garden'.

42 HIGH STREET (was 55)

Above: 42 High Street, Ince grocer and 40 High Street,
Partridge butcher in 1943

A glazier, a linen and woollen draper, and a boot
maker followed John Cullwick into the shop. They.
in turn, preceded a grocer and tea dealer, Joseph
Amphlett, said to be a good man of business, who
took great interest in Town Council and other local
matters. For over twenty years Joseph ran the
shop with the help of his son, Josiah. Josiah
eventually took over the shop but sadly died aged
28, in 1874. When he died in 1886, Joseph, a self-
styled gentleman, made provision for his
daughter-in-law and two grandchildren in his will.

At the time of his death in 1886, he was living in
The Crescent, in what became 2 High Street (now
No. 148). Joseph was the grandfather of Donald
Amphlett who left money for the building of a hall in
Crown Close, for the use of the older members of
the community. Today Amphlett Hall is run by Age
UK.

For nearly a hundred years, since the 1870s, it was
the grocers shop of the Ince family. In the 1940s it
was run by Frank Ince, who was described as ‘a
grocer of the old school and very popular’. When
Ince’s closed, the shop was opened as a branch of
Wrights, the bakers. It was while it was with
Wrights, in 1966, that the building was rebuilt
following a fire, to the original 19th century design.

The shop may be well remembered as the first
fast-food shop in Bromsgrove, since, in 1969, it
opened as a Wimpey hamburger bar. Wimpey was
the first fast-food chain to come to Britain from
America and in 1954 it had been licensed to J
Lyons & Co. A few years later a Spud-U-Like
franchise opened in this shop, a great favourite
with many Bromsgrove folk.

Above: 42 High Street in 1969


